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Bridgewater Canal- Worsley to Manchester 

Easy Trail: Please be aware that the grading of this trail was set according to normal water levels and conditions. Weather and 

water level/conditions can change the nature of trail within a short space of time so please ensure you check both of these before 
heading out. 

 
 

 
Route Summary 

Enjoy a trip along what is generally thought to be, and 
referred to as, the first canal built in the UK and this is 
where canal mania started. 

Francis Edgerton. Lord Ellesmere, the Duke of 
Bridgewater wanted to transport his coal from his 
underground mines in Farnworth and Bolton some 10 
miles away. The water here used to be a ‘rusty’ colour 
due to the iron ore from 46 miles of underground 
tunnels of the mines seeping into the water. The 
removal of this colouration is underway at a cost of a 
£2.5 million remedial scheme. Here the water used to 
be the colour of tomato soup but now is almost no more! 

 

Distance: 8 miles 

Approximate Time: 2-3 Hours 

The time has been estimated based on you travelling 3 – 5mph 
(a leisurely pace using a recreational type of boat). 

Type of Trail: One Way 

Waterways Travelled:  Bridgewater Canal 

Type of Water:  Urban and Rural Canal and Industrial 
at the end. 

Portages and Locks: None 

Nearest Town:  Worsley at the start and Manchester 

at the finish 

Start: Car park facing The Court House, Barton Road. 

Worsley Manchester M28 2PB 

Finish: YHA Potato Wharf, Castlefield Manchester M3 

4NB 

O.S. Sheets:  Landranger 109 Manchester or Explorer 

277 Manchester and Salford   

Licence Information: A licence is required to paddle 
this waterway. See full details in Useful Information 
below. 

Local Facilities: There are facilities at the finish in the 

Café at the museum as well as in the surrounding area. 

Packet House 
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Some people think that canals are boring but there is always hidden gem to see or a nugget of information to discover. 
This slow relaxing trail has been called ‘The Beauty and the Beast’ the beauty of Worsley and the beast of Manchester.  

 

Start Directions 

Park in the car park facing The Court House, Barton Road. Worsley 
Manchester M28 2PB This is a pay and Display car park in Worsley 
next to the motorway roundabout at Junction 13 on the M60. 
Following a woodland track at the car park for some 20 yards you 
can ‘get in’ on the canal without having to cross a busy road. 

There are no facilities here but there is a Pub 'The Bridgewater' 50 
yards down Barton Road and a cafe that has toilets. 

 

Finish Directions 

YHA Potato Wharf, Castlefield Manchester M3 4NB Tel: 0845 3719647. 

Open 7 days a week with a 24 hour reception. Do book a parking place.  There is a car park for about 50 cars. 

Or park across the road in the Museum of Science & Industry  - open 9.50 am till 6.00pm 3 minute walk across the road 
£4.50 all day. Free entry with Toilets and Cafe. Manchester Museum Science & Industry, Liverpool Road, Castlefield 
Manchester M3 4FP 

 

Description 

The start of this trail is at the picturesque village of Worsley which 
being divided by the Manchester M60 ring road still has a quaint 
appeal. It is well worth having a wander around Worsley before 
starting off the 8 miles or so into the centre of Manchester. 
Information plaques along the canal give an insight into the bygone 
days of Worsley and its buildings.  

The mines ceased production in 1887. The water flows into the canal 

at the Delph at Worsley. Plans are in place to make ‘The Delph’ a 

heritage centre since the area has Scheduled Monument status and 

to dredge the canal at Worsley Delph. Back in the 1990’s a team of 

surveyors entered the mine to check for structural stability. To their 

surprise it was found to be in order but plans to open the mine to 

Start of your trail 
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the public had Health and Safety implications and was thought to be unfeasible and therefore abandoned. Worsley 

Delph, in Worsley, originally a centuries-old Sandstone quarry near 

Worsley Brook, was the entrance to the Navigable  

Levels. Two entrances, built years apart, allow access to the 

specially built M-boats (also known as Starvationers), the largest of 

which could carry 12 long tons of coal. Inside the mines 46 miles 

(74 km) of underground canal on four levels, linked by inclined 

planes, were constructed. The mines ceased production in 1887. 

You need to carry your canoe the 20 yards or so at the start 
through the woods where there is a proper footpath. . At the canal 
paddle towards your left away from the motorway bridges on your 
right. You will see a crane on the canal towpath with a lock gate for 
emergencies paddle past the crane into Worsley Delph approx 60 

yards. 

The first thing that is an interesting feature is the black and white 
building called the Packet House, one of the most photographed 
buildings in the Greater Manchester area. It was here where 
Queen Victoria took a short trip along the canal after visiting Lord 
Ellesmere, the Duke of Bridgewater in 1861. After several 
moments paddling the next point of interest are the Granary 
Building and Worsley Dry Dock. The ‘Granary’ was converted into 
offices back in the 1970’s. 

Heading towards Monton next and 2 miles down the canal and you 
come across a Lighthouse. Yes, a lighthouse; the only one on a 
canal network. It is the work of Phil Austin who built the tower 36 
feet high with three floors and a 360 degree view at the top, Phil 
sold his canal barge to pay for his ‘folly’ being a labour of love. 
Facing the lighthouse is a pub, The Waterside (formerly known locally as The 
Barge Inn) which serves morning coffee. 

Passing the lighthouse the journey takes you towards Eccles and Patricroft and 
half a mile further down past the, now derelict, Royal Ordinance Factory at 
Patricroft which closed back in 1989. This factory was at the forefront of 
manufacturing rocket motors such as harpoon, sea wolf and sea dart. Patricroft 
developed advanced engineering covering various aspects of ammunition and 
missile systems but was closed down by BAE systems. Parts of its buildings are 
now a sad site with buddleia growing out of gutters and walls. 

After another half mile Patricroft Bridge is reached, at this point you are along 
the side of the B5211 and at the junction of the A57. Looking towards the right 
just before the humped backed road bridge is a piece of spare land where once 
stood the famous ‘Talk of the North’ nightclub. Back in the 1960’s and 1970’s 
the Talk of the north’ hosted names like Tom Jones, Shirley Bassey, Matt Munro, 
Bob Monkhouse and Tommy Cooper. One story to come out of the nightclub 
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was when Tommy Cooper was appearing he couldn’t be 
found anywhere in the club, after a frantic search he was 
found 2 doors away in the local pub playing pool with the 
locals.  

Moving onwards toward Manchester you will cross the 
Manchester Ship Canal at Barton and this is the highlight 
of the trip. Known locally as the ‘Eighth Wonder of the 
World’ or ‘The Tank’ you now cross the ship canal using 
the Barton Aqueduct. This is a magnificent feat of 
engineering was opened in 1893 to replace Brindley’s 
1761 stone aqueduct, crossing what was at the time the 
Mersey and Irwell navigation. The bridge swings fully 
loaded, 800 tons with water 90 degrees to allow shipping 
into and out of Manchester/Salford Docks – which has 
now been renamed Salford Quays. Ships of up to a 
maximum length of 530 feet (160m) in length still use the 
canal. This restriction was imposed due to the size of the 
lock chambers.   

Immediately crossing the ship canal we are into Trafford 
Park on our right is a B&Q warehouse. This is the spot 
where once stood Barton Power Station, a coal fired 
plant built in 1923 and capable of producing 69 
megawatts. When built it was one of the most advanced 
power stations of the time having coal delivered to the 
station by barges using the canal. It was decommissioned 
18th March 1974 and demolished in 1979. 

After leaving the old Barton power station site a few 

minutes upstream on the right on the towpath is a 

gateway leading into the Trafford Shopping Centre. With 

over 200,000 sq. metres retail floor area, Trafford Centre 

is the second largest shopping centre in the United 

Kingdom and has Europe’s largest food court and the 

UK’s busiest cinema. The shopping Mall was developed 

by The Peel Group and opened in 1998 at a cost of some 

£600 million, sold to Intu Properties in 2011 for £1.65 

billion. 

Interesting point here is to mention that the Peel Group 

own The Manchester Ship Canal and the Bridgewater 

Canal. For the next couple of miles the canal is flanked on 

both sides by modern day industrial units with familiar 

signs of industry. DHL, MERSK Containers, Soreen, SIG 

Insulations and Kellogg’s. In fact, on certain days you can 

smell the cornflakes at Kellogg’s since the factory is on 
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the right hand side of the canal. At this point we are leaving Trafford Park and moving into Stretford. A few minutes more 

paddling and you arrive at ‘Watersmeet’. This is where 

the canal splits into two sections by carrying on ahead 

into Manchester or turn right towards Altrincham and 

the Cheshire Ring. However, your route is straight ahead 

into Manchester. 

At this point you will be flanked on both sides of the 

canal by high walls and lots of storage containers 

belonging to Euroterminal Manchester and we start to 

notice graffiti on the walls MUFC Rules ok. Not surprising 

really since you are now paddling alongside the car parks 

of Old Trafford and rounding a corner the Stadium 

comes into view. 

Half a mile further up the canal the Bridgewater Canal 

runs alongside the old Manchester Docks and the ship 

canal. Although the ship canal cannot be seen from 

this point the canal is higher and the view partially 

blocked by the Metrolink travelling to Salford Quays, 

the new Media City home to the BBC in Salford 

Here you are now only a mile away from your 

destination at YHA at Castlefields in the centre of 

Manchester. The landscape now changes to one of 

new apartments on both sides of the canal. 

Occasionally there are remnants of old factories and 

places of industry scratching a living but generally 

these are slowly being demolished to make way for 

new offices. 

 

Useful Information 

The waterways in this trail are managed by Bridgewater Canal Company and require paddlers to hold a licence. If you are 
an existing British Canoeing member the good news is that your membership includes an annual licence for the 
waterways covered within this trail – please ensure you take your membership card with you on the water as this acts as 
your licence, if stopped with no licence, you will be at risk of being fined. 
  
You can buy a licence directly from Bridgewater Canal for this waterway or by becoming a British Canoeing member 
you’ll have a licence to cover you for a whole year.  A British Canoeing membership gives you a whole range of benefits 
including licenses to paddle on 4500km of Britain's waterways and Civil Liability Insurance, worth up to £10 Million. If you 
are planning to paddle regularly this will save you great deal of money and hassle alongside having peace of mind. For 

http://www.bridgewatercanal.co.uk/boating/licensing
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more information on British Canoeing membership please click here 
 
Museum Science & Industry, Liverpool Road, Castlefield Manchester M3 4FP 

CANOEING SAFETY ADVICE  

Spending an afternoon or day canoeing on a Canoe Trail can be a fun way to experience nature, help you to stay fit and 
healthy and enjoy spending time with friends and family. It can also be a dangerous journey, if appropriate safety 
guidelines are overlooked. To help make sure you remain safe at all times, read on to see our canoeing safety advice 
guidelines. 

Wear appropriate clothing 

Always wear shoes. Rocks, rough terrain and river beds present serious hazards to boaters without the proper attire. 
Nearly 90% of all boating injuries are attributed to lack of proper footwear. Other canoe safe clothing includes hats, 
gloves, additional dry clothing, and layered items which can easily be removed.  Take or wear a windproof top and 
course always wear a buoyancy aid - for children make sure the crotch straps are used.   

 Be sure to: 

• Know the weather forecast and check the water conditions before you set out canoeing. There is an Environment 

Agency website where information concerning river levels can be found. We recommend checking this before heading 
out as the river levels can rise and fall quite quickly in wet or dry conditions. 
• Observe navigation rules for this waterway. 
• Check to see if there are any events on the waterways when you wish to travel.  
• Check that your equipment is well maintained and ready for the water. 
• Check that your boat has the required buoyancy to keep it afloat in the event of a capsize 
  

ALWAYS be certain to let others know where you’re going and when 
you’re expected to return. 

MAKE SURE that the journey you plan is within your capabilities. 

MAKE SURE you never paddle alone. 

 Equipment Checklist  

Use the canoeing safety advice checklist below to make sure you have 
everything you need: 

• Boat  
• Paddle 
• Buoyancy Aid 
• Bailer/sponge 
• Small First Aid Kit 
• Phone (in a waterproof bag) 
• Drinking water and snacks 
• Suitable clothing for the weather 

Photo by James Carnegie 

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/join-us
http://apps.environment-agency.gov.uk/river-and-sea-levels/default.aspx
http://apps.environment-agency.gov.uk/river-and-sea-levels/default.aspx
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Environmental Good Practice 

One of the great things about paddling a canoe trail is enjoying the journey and different environments that you paddle 
through. So when you are out on the water please consider the following things to help keep the wonderful waterways 
and environment as you found them and to avoid accidently disturbing wildlife and their habitats. 

 Take your litter home with you  

 Keep noise to a minimum 

 Where possible keep to any designated paths or launching points.  

 Do not “seal” launch or drag boats to avoid wearing away natural banks. Float your canoe for launching, lift out 
when landing and carry it to and from the water.  

 Canoe a safe distance away from wildlife. If you see signs of disturbance move away quietly. 

 Familiarise yourself with the local area, its sensitive places and protected areas 

 On rivers, avoid paddling over gravel banks in low water conditions – they may contain fish spawn. 

 Ensure you don’t remove or damage any plants or animals from the waterway as they may be protected or 
harmful if transferred to other catchments 

 When clearing litter left by others, handle it with care.  

 Be the eyes and ears on the water. Report pollution, wildlife problems, damage, incidents etc to the relevant 
authorities: Canal & River Trust, Emergencies: 0800 47 999 47 
                      RSPCA for wildlife and animals in distress: 0300 1234 999 (24 hours)  

     Environment Agency: 0800 80 70 60 (24 hours) 

CHECK, CLEAN, DRY 
Help minimise the spread of invasive aquatic species and disease by following the campaign advice 
before putting your canoe and equipment in and out of the water (some invasive species can survive 
in damp or wet conditions for five or six days on water recreation clothing and equipment).  

 CHECK all your equipment and clothing for living organisms and plants fragments. Pay particular attention to 
areas that are damp and hard to inspect.  

 CLEAN and wash all equipment, clothing and footwear thoroughly away from water source. If you do come 
across any organisms, leave them at the water body where you found them. When practical, completely dry out 
all equipment and clothing before going to a new site.  

 DRY all equipment and clothing - some species can live for many days in moist conditions. Dry your kit with 
towels. Make sure you don't transfer water elsewhere. 
 

Canoeists and kayakers take environmental concerns very seriously and already follow existing voluntary environmental 
codes of conduct. You can find more information about canoeing and the environment in British Canoeing’s two 
publications covering inland and coastal paddling ‘You and Your Canoe’. Both are available on the British Canoeing 
website. 

We have taken great care to ensure the currency, accuracy and reliability of this information. We cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions but 
where such are brought to our attention, the information will be amended accordingly. Users should be aware that environmental conditions outside of 
our control can change the nature of the Trail within a short space of time. It is recommended that weather and water conditions are checked 
beforehand, and tide timetables where applicable. This trail was last reviewed in March 2014  

© British Canoeing copyright 2016 
This material may be freely reproduced except for sale or advertising purposes provided it is reproduced accurately and not used in a misleading 
context. The material must be acknowledged as British Canoeing copyright and the title of the publication specified. 
 

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/guidance-resources/waterways-environment/environmental-good-practice
http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/guidance-resources/waterways-environment/environmental-good-practice

